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Year 1 Topics
Autumn 1

My School & Me
Geography

Autumn 2
My School & Me

History

Spring 1
All Creatures Great 

& Small
Geography

Spring 2
Oi! Get Off Our 

Train
History

Summer 1
Commotion in the 

Ocean
Geography

Summer 2
Panic in Pudding 

Lane
History



Read Write Inc. (RWI) 
 RWI works on the principle 

of ensuring that your child’s 
phonics teacher knows the 
exact sounds to target 
through careful and regular 
phonic assessments.

 Children are assessed 
around every 5-6 weeks by 
Miss Harris (Aardvarks)



Read Write Inc. (RWI) 
 In order for us to target your child’s 

phonic level, following the assessments, 
your child will be put into a phonics 
group. As in Reception, your child’s 
phonics group may not by their class 
teacher. We use this approach to ensure 
that we can target the needs of the 
children and match their phonic level. 
Please be assured that these groups are 
fluid and your child may move group 
depending on their progress.

 Your child’s phonics group teacher will 
ordinarily send a message to introduce 
themselves. Please be aware that this 
messages have been delayed at the start of 
autumn due to problems with the school 
communications system. 



Phonics Screening Test

 In June 2021 the national check will 
take place in schools across the 
country for all children age 5/6

 The Phonics Screen Check assesses 
your child’s ability to decode against 
age related expectations

 They will be expected to apply their 
phonics knowledge to real and 
nonsense words



More Information



Reading

 At Balfour, children are sent 
home with a book or a book level 
that matches their phonic level.

 This means that your child 
should be able to fluently read 
the book that they are coming 
home with.

 They are taught the sounds 
within that book during the week 
and should have secure previous 
phonic knowledge to support 
them in accurately reading the 
book. They could even practise 
their ‘story voice’!

 The aim of reading this book at 
home is for enjoyment and 
confidence building. 



Writing

 Children will write various pieces of fiction and non-fiction 
throughout the year

 All writing will be inspired by a high-quality text and we 
give children plenty of opportunities to develop their ideas 
through drama, role play and visitors to the school.



Year 1 - Maths
This year, the children will:-

 Count within 100, forwards and backwards, starting with any 
number

 Reason about the location of numbers to 20 within the linear 
number system, including comparing using < > and =

 Develop fluency in addition and subtraction facts within 10

 Compose numbers to 10 from 2 parts, and partition numbers to 
10 into parts, including recognising odd and even numbers

 Count forwards and backwards in multiples of 2, 5 and 10

 Identify common 2-D and 3-D shapes

 With support, beginning to explain their methods when 
problem solving.



 We teach maths using objects for children to explore 
number and calculation. They then progress to using 
pictorial representations of the objects, and ultimately, 
abstract symbols (written numbers).



Children often find maths difficult because it is abstract. 
The CPA approach helps children learn new ideas and build 
on their existing knowledge by introducing abstract 
concepts in a more familiar and tangible way.



Maths
Concrete is the ‘doing’ 
stage, using concrete 
objects to solve problems. 
It brings concepts to life by 
allowing children to 
handle physical objects 
themselves. Every new 
abstract concept is learned 
first with a ‘concrete’ or 
physical experience.



Maths
Pictorial is the ‘seeing’ 
stage, using representations 
of the objects involved in 
maths problems. This stage 
encourages children to make 
a mental connection 
between the physical object 
and abstract levels of 
understanding, by drawing 
or looking at pictures, circles, 
diagrams or models which 
represent the objects in the 
problem.



Maths
Abstract is the ‘symbolic’ 
stage, where children are able 
to use abstract symbols to 
model and solve maths 
problems.
Once a child has 
demonstrated that they have 
a solid understanding of the 
‘concrete’ and ‘pictorial’ 
representations of the 
problem, the teacher can 
introduce the more ‘abstract’ 
concept, such as 
mathematical symbols.



More Information



Dates for your diary

 Parents evenings – Tuesday 18th October, 2022 & 
Thursday 20th October, 2022



Email Addresses
 kirstykingsbury@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk

 amandalindfield@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk

 isabelleharris@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk

 bethrutter@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk

 janeheathcote@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk
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