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Balfour Primary News 
1st December 2021 

NOTES FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Celebrating our young poets and budding writers! 

There has been a phenomenal amount of entries to the 
poem competition, highlighting the climate crisis and 
raising awareness.  

 

 

I thought it would be 
nice to share and celebrate some of the 
fantastic poems that our children have 
produced. There is still time to enter! 

 

 

Simon Davies, 
Head teacher 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

 Can be found on our website. 

TERM DATES FOR 2021/2022 
 
Autumn Term 2: 2/11/21 – 17/12/21 
  Winter Holidays: 20 Dec – 3 Jan  
 
Spring Term 1:  5/1/22 – 11/2/22         Spring Term 2: 21/2/22 – 8/4/22 
  Half term: 14 Feb – 18 Feb                    Easter Holidays: 11 Apr – 22 Apr  
    
Summer Term 1:  25/4/22 – 27/5/22    Summer Term 2: 7/6/22 – 22/7/22 
  Half term: 30 May – 03 Jun                    Summer Holidays: 25 Jul – TBC  
 
Bank Holiday: 2 May 
INSET days 21/22:  1 Nov, 4 Jan, 6 June 

 

GOVERNORS 

Dear Balfour Families, 

Governors have really enjoyed coming into school over the past few weeks 
and meeting with staff and students. We have seen some fantastic learning 
and have been so impressed with the level of energy and effort that all staff 
put into every day. The children that we have spoken to love their learning and 
were very keen to enthusiastically share their work with us! 

The governing body have all been involved in training in the past month, 
including a very engaging session with our school improvement partner.  

Finally, we are very pleased to welcome a new governor to the Balfour team- 
Alun Price joins us as a co-opted governor. Alun works at a local school and his 
two children happily attended Balfour. Welcome Alun! 
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As always, please do not hesitate to contact governors via the school office 
who will be happy to forward any correspondence, or to the clerk of 
governors, Kristina McCulloch:  

kristinamcculloch@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk 

Very Best Wishes 
Katie Wood and Kirstin Baker 

If you wish to contact the school governors for any reason, their email address 
is: balfour.governor@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk   

 

EQUALITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 

What have we been up to in school this month to 
diversify and decolonise our curriculum?  

 

 

Reception - This month, we have been learning about 
family diversity.  We have been reading a range of texts 
about different types of families, celebrating the 
similarities and differences.  We have also been learning 
a Christmas song in another language to perform as part 
of our Christmas show. 

Year 1 - In year one we are learning the Christmas story. We have selected 
accurate depictions of Mary showing her ethnicity and her dressed in 
traditional garments from Nazareth. We will show the children a video made 
by an artist who has reimagined Mary based on what tribal people of the time 
wore. 

Year 2 - In year 2 we have been learning about Christian beliefs and stories 
about Jesus in RE. We have chosen videos and images that show Jesus was a 
person of colour. In PSHE, we have been reflecting on friendships as part of 
our work towards anti-bullying week.  
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Year 3 - In Art, we have been studying 
the sculptor, Roberto Lugo. He is a social 
activist, he uses his art work to raise 
awareness of racism and poverty. The 
children will be showing their awareness 
of their own green pledge for the 
environment on the pots they are 
creating in his style. 
 

Year 4 -As part of our history topic on Anglo Saxon faiths we will be learning 
about a bishop from Africa who worked on developing an early church 
structure and created an internationally renowned school in Canterbury which 
was used for other education settings. 

Year 5 - We do not specifically look at the 
crusades during our Norman topic, when many 
Normans travelled across Europe to the Middle 
East.  However, the children used lots of 
nonfiction texts to research and learn more 
about castles.  During this research, we were 

able to discuss castles from all around the world which withstood many sieges, 
such as Krak des Chevaliers in Syria which had walls up to 80 feet thick and 
was considered impregnable, and the Castle at Qatrana, Jordan.  We discussed 
the similarities in their designs - particularly their defensive features such as 
the narrow arrow slits. 

Year 6 – In RE we have been looking at 
different images of the nativity from 
different cultures and continents from 
around the world.  Also, in dance the 
children have learnt the Haka which is 
a ceremonial Māori dance. In PSHE we 
have focused on equality education 
looking at the history of the LGBT+ 
community in both our local area and 
around the world.  
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PUPIL PREMIUM UPDATE 

 

December is suddenly upon us! We have provided additional extra-curricular 
activities for several children in receipt of Pupil Premium. 

I have also met with more teachers to discuss the needs 
of individual children. It has been wonderful to hear so 
many success stories about those children who have 
received targeted provision in class and the benefits of 
this provision. 

Our Pupil Premium Governor has visited to see first-hand what difference is 
being made to those children. 

If you have any questions regarding Pupil Premium, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at sandramulholland@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk 

Sandra Mulholland, Deputy Headteacher.   

If you think you could be eligible for Free School Meals, please use this link to 
fill in your details.  https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-
education/schools/free-school-meals 
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PARKING PERMIT PLEA 

 

As you have no doubt noticed, they are putting in further parking restrictions 
on Ditchling and Surrenden Roads. This has caused a bit of difficulty with our 
school staff.  As you can imagine, it has always been most important to us to 
hire the best person for the job - not necessarily the one who lives the 
closest.  As a result, we have a number of staff who are soon to have big 
problems commuting.   

If you happen to have a residential permit allocation that you don't need that 
the school could purchase, or if you have a drive that sits empty during the 
school day (195 days/year) that we could rent, we would be incredibly 
grateful!  

Please contact lisacollington@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
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HOUSEHOLD SUPPORT FUND 

Notes from The Family Information Service at Brighton & Hove City Council  

Extra help is available this winter for 
households in Brighton & Hove 
struggling to pay for food, fuel and 
other essential costs. 

The funding is part of the 
government’s Household Support 
Fund.  The extra support is available 
until 31 March 2022. 

 For people receiving benefits who need help to pay for essentials, apply for 

help from our Local Discretionary Social Fund 
 

 For people who don’t receive benefits who need help to pay 
for essentials, request support from our Community Hub 
 

 For people already claiming Housing Benefit or Universal Credit who 
need extra help to pay their council tax can apply for discretionary council tax support  

The funding does not provide cash.  We'll offer vouchers or find another way 
to help people access essential goods and services. 

There is also help to pay for fuel bills this winter.  

The funding is also being used to extend the provision of food support in the 
city, including vouchers for families in receipt of free school meals during the 
holidays, the ‘Holiday Activities and Food’ programme and the support 
available through Children’s Centres and community organisations.” 

To find out more and apply, visit www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/household-
support-fund  or call the council’s Community Hub helpline on 01273 293117 
and select option 2. 

Help is also available through local advice agencies and community groups – 
visit the website for more information. 
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INCLUSION 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

As the winter nights drew in it heralded the return of the FAB Quiz. It was great 
to see a large crowd of you there enjoying an evening of competitive fun, great 
food from Olly's Fish Shack and, of course, lots of prosecco! 

It had been 2 years since we last were able to host the quiz and in that time 
we lost one quizmaster and gained another - welcome Kelly to the team! 

The last big hurrah of the term is in the shape of the Christmas Fair (this 
Saturday!) which this year has been designed for less crowding and is more 
COVID aware. This is a big fun event for all the family and promises lots of 
food, drink and activities and of course Santa and The Grinch. I look forward 
to seeing you all there. 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND FUNDRAISERS 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Saturday 4th December  

1pm to 5pm  

 

FAB are very excited to be able to say that the Christmas Fair is back! It 
promises to be the usual festive feast of fun which includes; 

Santa's Grotto, The Grinch's Cave, Tombola, Christmas Food, Bar, Cake Stalls, 
Craft Stalls, Games and Selfie Shack! 
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In line with school and government advice we would like to highlight the 
following regarding COVID-19: 

 We are lucky to have three halls and some shelter outside, so there 
won’t be the usual Christmas fair crowding, it has previously all been 
inside KS2. 

 There will be hand sanitiser for you to use at each entrance and at 
various points around the school 

 Any inside area will be ventilated with open windows as much as possible 
Face coverings for adults are requested please inside, unless you are 
exempt. 

 We ask that you take a lateral flow test before attending the event and 
do not attend if you are experiencing any Covid symptoms 

 

We look forward to seeing you all there for a fun and safe day of seasonal 
cheer! 

HALLOWEEN HUNT 

 

The winners of the Halloween Hunt were: 

 

KS1 Prize: 

 Elsie from Beetles 

 Joe from Forest 

 
KS2 Prize:  

 Albie from Uganda 

 

Congratulations! 
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RAISE MONEY WHILE YOU SHOP 

There are two REALLY easy ways to raise money for the school while doing 
your shopping:  

1. Easyfundraising 

Join for free at: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsatbalfour/ 

Then when you shop online, go to easyfundraising.og.uk, find the retailer you 
want, click through and shop in the normal way. The retailer will automatically 
make a donation to your cause when you check out. 

There’s a Donation Reminder you can download so you don’t forget.  
That’s all there is to it. There are no catches or hidden charges to you or the 
school. Just more money to help enhance the children’s education.  

2. AmazonSmile  

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, 
same service. But Amazon donates 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding 
VAT, returns and shipping fees) of all eligible purchases to the charitable 
organisation of your choice. 

Just make AmazonSmile your default for your Amazon purchases – go to: 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk 

 

 

100 CLUB 

The Balfour 100 Club is open to all Balfour parents, 
carers and staff and costs just £5 per number per 
month. You need to sign up for at least a year.  

Half the monthly takings are given out in prize money; the other half is used 
for the benefit of the children at school.   
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The September winners were: 

 1st £67.50 Pearson 

 2nd £40.50 Curtis 

 3rd  £27  Sharp 

The October winners were: 

 1st £67.50 Travers 

 2nd £40.50 Stockton 

 3rd £27   Woollard 

Join anytime to help the school raise much-needed funds. To sign up, or for 
more information, please email fab100club@gmail.com.  

GET INVOLVED 

If you'd like to be added to our committee email list, drop us a line at 
info@friendsatbalfour.org. You’ll be kept informed of committee meetings, 
and contacted if we need a little help from time to time.  

STAY IN TOUCH 

Follow us for the latest information on our events and meetings: 

 Website: http://friendsatbalfour.org/ 

  Facebook: Friends at Balfour 

 Twitter: @FABatBalfour  

We also have private Facebook Group pages for each year group
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MOVE FOR CHANGE!  CHRISTMAS WALKING AND WHEELING 
CHALLENGE.  WIN SOME GREAT PRIZES! 

With Christmas being a few weeks away, I would like to share a special 
Christmas walking and wheeling challenge which is part of our “Move for 
Change” initiative. Move for Change, powered by the BetterPoints app, 
rewards everyone in the city when they chose active and sustainable travel. 
Each time you walk, cycle or use the bus, you will earn points which are 
redeemable for great local discounts and high street shopping vouchers. 
Move for Change – powered by Betterpoints (brighton-hove.gov.uk) 

What is the Christmas challenge? 

From 29th November - 12th December, we will be giving away 15,000 
Betterpoints to one lucky winner each day! Plus, we will match-fund the prize 
amount with a donation to a local charity of their choice on the app. 

If you complete 14 walking or wheeling activities during the two weeks you 
will earn 1 BetterTicket into our grand prize draw. We'll be giving away: 

A Canham & Sons Hamper worth £100*.  

A Barnes & Binns Refill Starter Set worth £40. 

A Brighton Dome & Festival Print worth £100.  

Here is the link to the Christmas challenge: Move for Change - Brighton and 

Hove : Countdown to Christmas Challenge (betterpoints.uk) 
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Musical Theatre - Friday  

https://bookings.ba-academy.co.uk/events/balfour-musical-theatre-

friday-all-years/ 
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