	Subject rationale: 
 The writing curriculum at Balfour covers the National Curriculum but to a greater degree of depth and utilising links between reading and writing. We place great emphasis on developing our children’s vocabulary across reading and writing, through the delivery of high quality texts that motivate and inspire our children in developing their English skills. 
The curriculum has been designed to ensure that children experience writing a broad range of text-types and, where possible, links are made to their topic. We aim for the children to have a clear purpose and outcome for their writing, and to display their efforts with pride around the school. A key part of the writing curriculum at Balfour is that all children are supported to publish key pieces of work, either to be read by other children and adults within the classroom, or to be sent to a real recipient (such as writing persuasive letter to a company) which provides a ‘real audience’ and a meaningful and motivating purpose for writing.
Our children will experience writing different text-types, such as persuasive writing or newspaper reports, to a range of fiction text-types, from letters in role to narratives in a range of genres, to encourage a broad range of writing experiences. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We teach poetry termly and ensure that the poems we select link directly to the skills being covered, as well as being inspirational poems from well-known poets. Through poetry we deliver Speaking and Listening knowledge and skills within the English National Curriculum. Oral performances of poetry are strongly encouraged, to illustrate the effects that can be created by word-choices, as well as to enhance the children’s oracy skills and confidence. 

	Knowledge and Skills: 
Knowledge and skills are repeated over time within the Balfour writing curriculum, in line with the concept of ‘spiral curriculums’, which allow children the chance to revisit previous learning, to retrieve and recall what they have previously learnt and to be able to then build further upon their prior learning. Where text-types are repeated in a later year-group, the knowledge and skills expected are at a deeper level and will build on prior experience. This allows children to gain confidence and deepen their knowledge and skills on top of a solid foundation.
The ‘basic’ skills of writing, such as handwriting and spelling are taught as discrete lessons, through the Read Write Inc programme. Phonics is taught through the Read Write Inc programme in both KS1 and lower KS2. For those who continue to require phonics support beyond Year 4, we use Fresh Start from the Read Write Inc programme for a consistent approach and involve our Literacy Specialist Support adult. 
Through all writing lessons, teachers carry out high-quality modelled writing to demonstrate how to weave in the skills which we expect the children to independently apply. 
 



