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Respectful  Courageous  Friendly  Ambitious  Caring  Enthusiastic 
 

Balfour Primary News 
20th July 2022 

NOTES FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

I am really proud to announce that after a year gathering 
evidence and a recent two-day assessment, we have 
achieved the Inclusion Quality Mark at Balfour Primary 
School! The Inclusion Quality Mark Award provides UK 
schools with a nationally recognised validation of their 
inclusive practice and ongoing commitment to developing 
educational inclusion. 

 

The IQM team helps schools evaluate and measure how they are performing; 
empowering them to improve and grow. And when they’re successful, we 
recognise their achievement through a system of highly valued awards that 
provide external validation of their inclusive status. 

Inclusion promotes equal opportunities for all pupils, whatever their age, 
gender, ethnicity, attainment and background. It pays particular attention to 
the provision made for, and the achievement of, different groups of pupils 
within a school and any pupils who are at risk of disaffection. 

The Inclusion Quality Principles: 

 Promotes access and diversity 

 Raises achievement for all 

 Creates an environment for all to succeed 

 Improves the inclusive nature of all schools 

Simon Davies, 
Head teacher 
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On another positive note, we are now a Read Write Inc teaching school! We 
have been recognised as a centre of excellence for our teaching of phonics and 
our staff will be filmed for Read Write Inc’s national online training portal. 

And for the hat trick, Balfour was 
awarded Green Flag status, with 
distinction! (The distinction bit is 
quite uncommon!) As just a sample, 
wour award letter said, “We love the 
range of activities that you and your 
Eco-Committee planned for delivery. 
The fact that they cover both indoor 
(class Energy Monitors, a ‘switch-
off’ campaign, provision of composting bins and the anti-littering poster 
campaign) and outdoor (litter collections, building Bee homes and bird feeders, 
tree planting and creating a wild meadow area) activities is excellent” 

As we draw to the end of this academic year, I would like to thank all of our 
parents and carers for their ongoing support and wish you a relaxing and 
enjoyable summer break. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Balfour, working with incredible staff 
and governors, delightful children and a vibrant and active community. 

I know that Mr Gunn will be an excellent leader and continue to drive forward 
the school’s ongoing development and success. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

 Can be found on our website. 

TERM DATES FOR 2021/2022 
    
Summer Term 2: 7/6/22 – 21/7/22 
 Summer Holidays: 22 Jul – 31 August 
 
Autumn Term 1: 05/9/22 – 21/10/22   Autumn Term 2: 01/11/22 – 16/12/22 
 Half Term: 24 Oct – 28 Oct                    Christmas Break: 19 Dec – 02 Jan  
 
INSET days: 1 & 2 September, 31 October, 3rd January 
 

GOVERNORS 
 
It has been another busy term for governors, rounding off what has been a 
spectacularly busy and successful year. 
 
Governors met together in person for the first time in 2 and a half years, and 
it was fantastic to come together and discuss plans for the year ahead as well 
as saying farewell and thank you to Mr Davies.  We have welcomed a new 
governor to the board, and we are looking forward to a new parent governor 
joining us in September.  We are in the very positive position of having a full 
governing body, with a broad range of skills and experience.  
 
Of course, lots of governor time in the past two terms has been spent in 
recruiting our new headteacher, and ensuring a smooth handover for 
September.  We have attended a number of joint meetings with the local 
authority and feel confident that Mr Gunn will be able to hit the ground 
running in September. 
 
In the meantime, we have continued to take part in governor monitoring 
visits and maintain a good understanding of school strategic plans and 
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progress.  Governors have been heavily involved in the One City One World 
project, and will provide regular updates as we progress.  
 

Finally this term, we would like to say some thankyous.  Firstly, an enormous 
thank you to Mr Davies, who has worked tirelessly, along with the fantastic 
school staff, to bring Balfour to the strong position that we are now in.  We 
are very grateful for all of his efforts and hard work and wish him all the very 
best in his new role.  Secondly, to all of the Balfour staff, who have faced yet 
another challenging year as we recover from pandemic learning.  They have 
created such a warm and welcoming environment for our children, and have 
provided excellent teaching and learning opportunities for all.  And last but 
not least, to all of the Balfour children and families, for working so hard this 
year and being the reason that Balfour is such a brilliant place.   
 
Have a wonderful Summer! 

If you wish to contact the school governors, the email address is: 
balfour.governor@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk   

Governors can also be contacted via the school office who will be happy to 
forward any correspondence, or to the clerk of governors, Kristina McCulloch:  

kristinamcculloch@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk 

Best Wishes, Katie Wood & Kirstin Baker. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO RORY CARASCON IN ORION! 

 

Rory went to the Athletics School Tournament at 
Withdean a couple of weeks ago.  

Well done to Rory – he won Gold in the sprint and Gold 
in the relay, a fantastic achievement!   
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What have we been up to in school this month to diversify our curriculum?  

 

Reception – This term, Reception have been 
learning about Around the World.  Each 
week, we have been learning about a 
country from each of the continents.  We 
have been learning about what food might 
be eaten, what traditional and modern 
clothing might be worn and what homes 
could look like.  We have been discussing similarities and differences between 
the UK and other countries which we have learned about. 

Year 2 - As part of our topic 'Nurturing Nurses' on the 
history of nursing, Year 2 have been learning about 
Mary Seacole, a contemporary of Florence Nightingale. 
We've also been writing biographies of her in our 
English lessons. As a British Jamaican, Mary Seacole 
faced many obstacles when she volunteered to help the 
war effort in the Crimea. We've been inspired to learn 
how she overcame these challenges with dogged 
determination and persistence. Although she was 
forgotten for many years, her story is now recognised 
as an important part of the history of nursing in the UK.  

Year 3 – In Year 3 this term, the children have been reading a wide range of 
biographies during their whole class guided reading sessions. 
The children have spent lots of time reading and learning 
about Katherine Johnson who was a famous black 
mathematician who was critical in the success of the first 
manned NASA space flights in the early 1950s. The children 
were shocked by how hard she had to work to ensure she 
was listened to by the leaders of NASA at the time. 
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Year 4 - We have continued to read 'Secrets of the Sun 
King' which challenges racial stereotypes and explores 
the actions we can take to challenge racist 
behaviour.  We have also explored gender roles in 
Ancient Egypt, with a focus on Cleopatra and her status 
with Egyptian society.  In RE, we've also learnt about 
religious art and how Christian stories are represented in 
different ways around the world.  

 

Year 5 – In year 5 we have been discussing fast fashion in our Global 
Citizenship lessons where we considered the 
human costs around the world associated 
with clothing production.  We looked at the 
motivation for various roles within different 
international brands in employing people 
with low pay and dangerous working 
conditions.  We listened to One Plastic Bag: 
Isatou Ceesay and the recycling women of 
the Gambia.  This is an inspiring true story of 
how one African woman began a movement to recycle the plastic bags that 
were polluting her community.  Linking with our topic, we went on to discuss 
the part we can all play in creating a more sustainable future for everyone. 

 

Year 6 – This half term, Year 6 have been learning about the natural and 
physical features of North America. We have been using 
the text "The Explorer" in English to support our 
learning of the Americas. In this, a group of children 
from England and South America end up trying to 
survive in the Amazon Rainforest following a plane 
crash. We have used this text as inspiration for the 
children to research famous explorers in history in order 
to write a biography. The children have selected 
explorers from all over the world (Sacagawea, Zheng 
He, Amelia Earhart, Neil Armstrong etc.) and have been 

using the netbooks to make notes about their lives as an explorer. 
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PUPIL PREMIUM UPDATE 
 

It is hard to believe we are coming to the end of another academic year and it 
has been so great to complete a full academic year for the first time since 
2019. 

As part of my Pupil Premium Lead role, I work with 
Natasha Paling, an EYFS teacher (I'm sure most of you 
know her!) I am so incredibly grateful for her support 
and hardworking approach to providing the support 
needed to our most vulnerable families. She is an 
amazing teacher and fully dedicated to both her 
teaching responsibilities and DPP role. I nominated her 
for a teacher award and unsurprisingly, she WON! So 
Natasha Paling is officially Outstanding New Teacher 
of the Year 2022. We are so lucky to have her! 
 

In other news, we have been looking into the criteria for claiming Free School 
Meals. Currently, you are unable to claim Universal Credit if your household 
income is more than £7400 per year. In the current times, this is a very small 
income to survive on. We have started a petition to change this so we will be 
sending out the details of this in the new academic year - watch this space! 
 
Due to the ever-increasing food prices, we would like to support our families 
by setting up a food bank on site. We will also send out more information 
about this in the new academic year. 
 
We hope you have a wonderful summer and we look forward 
to seeing all of the children upon their return to their new 
classes.  

If you have any questions regarding Pupil Premium, please do 
not hesitate to contact me: 
sandramulholland@balfour.brighton-hove.sch.uk     

Sandra Mulholland,  
Deputy Headteacher   
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

The school year has drawn to a close and 
we have time to take a breath and reflect 
over the year’s events. It seems a long time 
ago now, but when we kicked off the new 
school year with the hugely successful 
Balfour Community Fair, there was still a 
sense of pandemic-induced uncertainty in 
the air and we frankly didn’t know whether we would have to curtail events 
again or whether we were indeed returning to some sort of normality. 

It turns out it was the latter and thankfully we have seen the Balfour Quiz 
return (hath man or woman ever seen so much Prosecco consumed in such a 
short space of time?), a revamped and triumphant Christmas Fair and of 
course the chocolate frenzy of an egg hunt. We’ve also had the scavenger 
hunt, pizza making kits, raffles and, by the time you read this, the Summer 

Fair. 
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We of course had one big disappointment, which was the cancellation of the 
Circus. No one felt this more keenly than us and to have had to inform 
people only hours before the event was painful. However we can confirm 
that the circus will return next year. 

All of our events contribute greatly to the FAB coffers, a fund that is so vital 
in going towards enriching the kids’ experience at Balfour. To run these 
events we depend on volunteers not just for the day itself but also in the 
various committees that organise these things. 

We are looking for more people to join us and help make a difference and 
over the summer we will be putting together a recruitment campaign to 
bring your many talents on board. But why wait until then? If you have 
experience or knowledge that you feel will be useful then please drop us a 
line. We’d love to hear from you! 

 

 

Before I say goodbye and bid you all a long and happy summer I would like to 
finish with a very special mention to Jane Davison 
and Ros Allen who are bowing out as their 
children move on elsewhere. These two brilliant 
people have been such stalwarts of the FAB scene 
for years and they will be missed greatly. From all 
of us at FAB we would like to say a massive 
heartfelt thank you and good luck for the future. 

 

Have a great summer and see you in September! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND FUNDRAISERS 

FAB NEEDS YOU! 

Do you have any skills that you think would come 
in handy? We’d love to hear from you. We have 
lots of places for parents just like you. 

If you have a background in anything, it doesn’t matter, we are a diverse 
bunch at FAB and would gladly welcome you aboard. But if you have some 
skills in marketing, website design and administration, events management, 
project management then these are things we will be targeting in a new 
recruitment drive this coming September. This will include the search for a 
new treasurer so if you have any relevant skills in this area and think you can 
spare an hour or two a week then definitely get in touch. 

BALFOUR SWIM SCHOOL 

The swim school is run for 
all levels and is priced 
very keenly to support 
the children of the school. 
In light of upwards 
pressures on costs we 
may be forced to increase 
prices slightly in 
September however these will be kept as minimal as possible, if they 
increase at all. 

There are some spaces available. Please email 
balfourswimmingschool@yahoo.co.uk if you’re interested, or would like 
more information. 
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RAISE MONEY WHILE YOU SHOP 

There are three REALLY easy ways to raise money for the school while doing 
your shopping:  

1. Easyfundraising 

Join for free at: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/friendsatbalfour/ 

Then when you shop online, go to easyfundraising.og.uk, find the retailer you 
want, click through and shop in the normal way. The retailer will automatically 
make a donation to your cause when you check out. 

There’s a Donation Reminder you can download so you don’t forget.  
That’s all there is to it. There are no catches or hidden charges to you or the 
school. Just more money to help enhance the children’s education.  

2. AmazonSmile  

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, 
same service. But Amazon donates 0.5% of the net purchase price (excluding 
VAT, returns and shipping fees) of all eligible purchases to the charitable 
organisation of your choice. 

Just make AmazonSmile your default for your Amazon purchases – go to: 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk 

3. Uniform Name Tags 

Raising money for school couldn't be easier - next time you're buying name 
labels for the inevitable lost property why not use mynametags.com.  They 
will donate 24% of the cost price to FAB for each order made using our 
school ID 20190 (NOT school name) or via this link.  
https://www.mynametags.com/affiliate?id=20190 

Stickers stress-tested by a number of Balfour families and found to survive 
kids, dishwashers and washing machines!   
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100 CLUB 

The Balfour 100 Club is open to all Balfour parents, 
carers and staff and costs just £5 per number per 
month. You need to sign up for at least a year.  

Half the monthly takings are given out in prize money; the other half is used 
for the benefit of the children at school.   

Join anytime to help the school raise much-needed funds. To sign up, or for 
more information, please email fab100club@gmail.com.  

 

 

GET INVOLVED 

If you'd like to be added to our committee email list, drop us a line at 
info@friendsatbalfour.org. You’ll be kept informed of committee meetings, 
and contacted if we need a little help from time to time.  

STAY IN TOUCH 

Follow us for the latest information on our events and meetings: 

 Website: http://friendsatbalfour.org/ 

  Facebook: Friends at Balfour 

 Twitter: @FABatBalfour  

We also have private Facebook Group pages for each year group. 
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A free 'Holiday Activities and Food' (HAF) provider 
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Main booking page: https://www.ba-academy.co.uk/balfour 

Individual booking pages: 

MUSICAL THEATRE 

Friday - All Years 
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The details and booking links, are below.   
The special invitation code to make the booking, is: HAF-2 
 
  
Brighton 9am – 3pm 
Dorothy Stringer School, Loder Road, Brighton BN1 6PZ 
  
25, 26, 27 July 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-DSS-55 
  
1, 2, 3 August 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-DSS-56 
  
8, 9, 10 August 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-DSS-57 
  
15, 16, 17 August 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-DSS-58 
  
22, 23, 24 August 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-DSS-59 
  
30, 31 August & 1st September 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-DSS-60 
 
 
 
  
  
Hove 9am – 3pm 
Hove Park Upper School, Hangleton Way, Hove, BN3 8AA 
  
5 August 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-HPUV-6 
  
26 August 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=BHASS-HPUV-7 
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https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-57
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-57
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-58
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-58
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-59
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-59
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-60
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-DSS-60
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-HPUV-6
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-HPUV-6
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-HPUV-7
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=BHASS-HPUV-7
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Reception 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=ASC-BPS-18 
  
Y1-Y2 
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clie
ntCode=ASC-BPS-19 
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https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=ASC-BPS-18
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=ASC-BPS-18
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=ASC-BPS-19
https://bookings.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/soccerschools/courses/courses.htm?coursesSearch=search&clientCode=ASC-BPS-19
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Booking details:   Book online at https://brightonhovecentre.young-

engineers.co.uk/location-and-program/ 
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file://///balfour01/staff$/lcollington/www.balfourprimary.co.uk
https://brightonhovecentre.young-engineers.co.uk/location-and-program/
https://brightonhovecentre.young-engineers.co.uk/location-and-program/
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